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Swanley Wildlife and Nature Group (SWAN) 

Review of 2020/Chair report for AGM 2021 

Creating habitats for wildlife and people 

The 2020 AGM was held at The Link, Swanley on 18 January 2020. 

The programme of planned events for the year was drawn up during the meeting, and it was hoped 

that members and associated uniformed groups would continue to enjoy maintaining and creating 

new habitats for the local environment. The group as always relies on its core members, and it was 

hoped that new members would join the group during the year. 

The group’s first meeting was in February, but in March 2020 Covid-19 restrictions came in, and our 

group was unable to meet for the rest of the year. This situation will continue into 2021 until it is 

deemed safe to meet again. However, there has still been activity behind the scenes that I have 

listed below. 

January 2020 

18  - AGM. 

Winter 2020 edition STC Town Crier featured an article on SWAN’s activities in the Swanley parish. 

February 2020 

05  - Richard Maile/Liz Davies/Andy Meaton meeting with Steve Nash (Swanley Town Council (STC) 

CEO)/Peter Goddard (STC Park Director) to discuss actions from the AGM, and seek agreement on a 

number of points raised. Steve Nash agreed that STC would pay for SWAN’s liability insurance and 

membership fee to The Conservation Volunteers (TCV). 

13 – Litter picking equipment (see below*) purchased via a Neighbourly Support grant (£800) given 

to SWAN for a litter pick in Spring 2020 was taken by STC park staff for safe keeping. 

22 – The only meet of the year where hedgerow maintenance and wild rose planting took place. 

Daffodils were seen flowering in the Remembrance Wood area. 
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March 2020 

- Andy Meaton took over the Treasurer role from Alwyn Earnshaw. 

 

- Litterpick postponed due to Covid -2019 restrictions.  

 

- Swanley Park car parks permits secured for group members. 

April 2020 

- Andy Meaton observed and took photographs of a shrew (protected species), toad and a 

slow worm (protected species) within the Swanley Park wildlife Environment Area. 

May 2020 

- Andy Meaton observed a field vole within the Swanley Park wildlife Environment Area. He 

also reported that the slow worm habitats had been disturbed by humans several times, and 

he had created decoy habitats. 

 

- Summer 2020 edition STC Town Crier featured an article by Liz Davies on SWAN’s ideas on 

what wildlife activities people could still do during Lockdown 2020. 

 

- Ryan Hayman (returning park director) included basic wildlife area works in their park 

schedule, including cutting/strimming wildflower areas, bramble maintenance, cutting grass 

paths, litter picking and remulching path. 

 

- Grass strimmed around each whip in Remberance Wood by STC.  

June 2020 

- South & Southeast In Bloom written submission done by Richard Maile for small nature 

reserve category in line with completion format (attached) for SWAN’s work in Swanley 

Park. 

July 2020 

- Barclays Bank Swanley visit by Secretary, Chair and Andy Meaton (new treasurer) to amend 

bank details.  

 

- Richard Maile and Liz Davies dialled into a The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) webinar on 

Covid security. 

 

- Andy Meaton/Liz Davies created signs for the wildlife area to try and deter unknown people 

disturbing slow worms. 

22 – Major fire in the Remembrance Wood destroying the majority of whips. The damage will be 

reassessed during 2021. Possible cause was from a discarded BBQ. 

31 – Liz Davies and Richard Maile cut back some of the brambles obstructing paths in the wildlife 

Environment Area. They were acting as individuals when carrying out this activity. 

August 2020 - Liz Davies arranged a well-received walk around Hextable that some members 

attended as individuals, not a SWAN activity. 
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September 2020 

SWAN were awarded a Silver Gilt award in the small nature reserve category of South & Southeast in 

Bloom, scoring High in the assessment, and one stage of a Gold Award. 

14 – Members Helen/Sue as individuals, rebuilt the bug hotels in the wildlife area after they were 

vandalised. 

17 – A tawny owl was observed in the wildlife area.  

21 – The 3 wildflower meadows were cut by STC. 

October 2020 

13 - Members Helen/Sue as individuals, raked the 3 wildflower areas of cuttings following their 

strimming. 

Autumn 2020 edition STC Town Crier featured an article on SWAN’s success with In-bloom award 

15 – Community Payback scarified the soil in the 3 wildflower areas. 

18 - Member Ken took photographs of species observed in the Environment Area and a created a 

photo sheet. 

20 - Richard Maile planted a dead nettle in the wildlife area. 

November 2020 

5 – Metal S & SE In bloom sign supplied by STC put up on the Environment Area green notice board. 

11 – STC cut back path and other brambles encroaching into areas. 

11/12 - 300 Woodland Trust whips planted in Archer Way by Richard Maile, Liz Davies, Cllrs Paul and 

Cllr Glenis Darrington acting as individuals on a 2 person rota. Unfortunately, time and Covid 

restrictions meant that other people couldn’t get involved with the planting. A further 120 were 

planted by STC at the top of Swanley Park by the upper car park to create a hedgerow.  

Laura Trott, MP for Sevenoaks, sent email to the Chair saying that she would like to learn more 

about what SWAN does the next time she visits the park. 

Ryan Hayman (STC) supplied with 2 x 2 surplus oak trees to the wildlife area – this could continue 

periodically. 

Andy Meaton to continue his work with bird boxes in the park including on the park lake island. 

I would like to thank Secretary Liz Davies, Treasurer Andy Meaton and all members for their 

continued contributions, and Alwyn Earnshaw for his years as Treasurer for the group previously. 

Also, thank you to STC for paying the group’s liability insurance and membership to TCV. 

Let us hope for a time when we can meet again during 2021. 

Richard Maile 

SWAN Chair  

December 2020. 
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*Inventory of litter pick equipment held by Swanley Town Council in park stores: 

 

4 x wheelbarrows 

16 x child’s hi–viz jackets 

24 x adult hi-viz jackets 

11 x 26” litter pickers 

15 x litter pickers/ grabbers 

10 x bag hoops 

600 vinyl gloves 3 sizes 

Red box containing gloves, books plus a First Aid Kit  

 

List of other equipment held by Liz Davies/Richard Maile: 

 

6 x tree loppers 

Bulb planters 

Hammers 

Educational paperwork - various 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


