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 Swanley Town Council 
Civic Centre, St Marys Road, Swanley, Kent, BR8 7BU 

Tel: 01322 665855 
www.swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk  

 
FULL COUNCIL 4th September 2019 

7:30PM THE CIVIC CENTRE 
 

MINUTES  
 

Present:   Mayor Cllr L Dyball, Leader Cllr M Horwood,  
Cllr S Andrews, Cllr L Ball,  
Cllr C Barnes, Cllr J Barnes, Cllr M Foster,  
Cllr C Lee, Cllr V Letchford,  
Cllr T Searles, Cllr A Skipper  

 
Officers:             CEO - Steve Nash, 
   RFO - Steve Innes  
 
Blessing:                 The Mayor invited Father Dane Batley-Gladden to say a short prayer 

and invited those not wishing to take part to leave at this time.   

 
 
Public Session:      The Mayor asked if there were any members of the Public who wished   

to speak.  
A resident asked if STC would be supporting a public consultation on 
the renovation of the White Oak Leisure Centre. 
The Mayor responded by saying that although STC were consulted 
throughout the process STC did not have the final say in the design 
but STC did comment early on in the process on what was to be 
included in the build. The Mayor went on to say to the resident that 
she understands that a group had written to Sir Michael Fallon and he 
in turn had communicated with the Leader of SDC with regards to a 
change in the build. The resident said her group of people 
representing users of the White Oak Leisure Centre have had a 
generic response from SDC but they had plans and costs for and 
alternative build which they will submit to SDC for consideration.  
Cllr Horwood suggested that the group submit a question to SDC Full 
Council so it will be heard by all the Council sitting at the meeting.  

       
10809 To receive Apologies for Absence 

Cllr G Darrington, Cllr P Darrington, Cllr J Domigan, Cllr J Griffiths, Cllr J Tuckfield  
 

10810 To receive Declarations of Interest 
None  
 

10811 To approve as correct the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday  
4th September 2019 

  APPROVED 
  
10812 To receive Minutes of Committees and approve recommendations contained           

therein: 
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Development Control – 17th July 2019 
Development Control – 4th September 2019 
Policy & Finance   –      17th July 2019 
APPROVED 

  
10813 CHANGES TO COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 To note Cllr Jen Tuckfield will fill the vacancy on the Estates and Facilities Committee 
 NOTED  
 
10814 TO CONSIDER STC’S POSITION ON THE REBUILD OF THE WHITE OAK 

LEISURE CENTRE  
 
Cllr Horwood initially suggested that Councillors could have an information meeting 
with White Oak Action Group, it would not be an official council meeting but one 
where interested parties could learn more about their alternative proposals as there 
appears to have been a lot of work put into an alternative plan. 
He went on to say that SDC are essentially looking to start the process of finalising 
the funding for the build of the new leisure centre. Part of that process will be that 
they will be making an application to their own Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
board. They are looking for the support from STC to at least make a bid for that 
money to start putting the funding in place to meet the costs of the rebuilding of the 
leisure centre.  
Cllr Horwood then read out a prepared short statement:–  
STC welcomes the redevelopment of the leisure centre for the town, a long 
overdue needed investment in leisure facilities. We are pleased to note the 
progress in discussion with the district, in particular the agreement to supply 
additional facilities to accommodate dry and wet sports groups. We support 
the CIL bid to part fund the total cost and welcome continued discussion to 
ensure the new facility meets existing and future leisure needs in the town and 
wider area.  
The statement is not too dissimilar to previous statements STC have made during 
local plan discussions and reflects the need for ongoing dialogue with SDC. Recent 
consultations have changed the original proposal to include a movable floor in the 
swimming pool and the provision of a multi-use sports hall which was not in the 
original plan.  
Cllr Searles said that he would like to second the proposed STC statement as he 
feels it has been discussed for so long. He went on to advise the resident to lobby all 
the SDC councillors by sending them all the information they had on their alternative 
plans. 
He also agreed with Cllr Horwood’s suggestion that the group submit a question to 
SDC’s Full Council meeting. 
  

 
 
 
Mayors Communication  
To receive such communications as the Town Mayor may desire to lay before the       
Council (Councillors are reminded that no decision making may take place as a result of this 
item) 
 
Friday 27th September Swing and Fizz Afternoon Tea in the Alexandra Suite raised 
approximately £800 for Mayor’s Charity.  Exact amount raised yet to be finalised.  
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Mayor’s Cadet, Cadet Warrant Officer Thomas Longbon was awarded with Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet of the Year 2019/2020 Award at Penshurst Place on 26th 
September. 

 
Mayor attended Induction Service for the new Vicar of Christ Church United Reform Church 
in Swanley on 22nd September, and welcomed the Reverend Dr George Kalu and his family 
to Swanley. 

 
The Park Director, Ryan Hayman and Mayor attended the South and South East In Bloom 
Presentation Day down at the Amex in Brighton on 13th September. Swanley entered 4 
categories and won awards in all 4 - 2 Silver and 2 Silver Gilt. 

 
Date for the diary – Mayor’s Charity Ball on Saturday October 26th, tickets are on sale at £36 
each or £300 for a table of 10.  

 
The next full Council Meeting on 6th November will be chaired by Deputy Mayor, Cllr John 
Barnes as the Mayor will be on study leave for her University course.  

 
 
Report from County and District Councillors 
(Councillors are reminded that no decision making may take place as a result of this item) 
Cllr Horwood reported that he had received several phone calls with regards to the 
roadworks at the end of Westview Road,  Thames Water are digging up part of the road and 
have put in three way signals in, this is for an emergency repair on the water pipeline and 
the permit only lasts until Friday 4th October 2019.  
Cllr Dyball reported that the first SDC Advisory committee the People & Places committee 
took place yesterday evening looking at budgets and cost saving exercises.  
 
 

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It is recommended that under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business 
on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraphs 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12(A) of the Act, and the public interest 
in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

 
10815 PURCHASE OF PROPERTIES 
           To consider 3 properties for purchase as part of the approved Use of Woodlands      

 Funding  
The CEO reported that none of the properties would be go through before the 25th 
November 2019 which is the date that the Woodlands funding is expected to be paid.  
Although offers have been made on the properties there are still legal papers, 
surveys etc. that need to be addressed before a purchase can be made.  
Cllr Ball asked if he was correct in his understanding that once planning had been 
approved that STC would receive the funds.  
The CEO said that it had always been on the completion of contracts as the monies 
was subject to the number of approved bedrooms  
 
 
Date of next meeting – 6th November 2019  
              
Forthcoming Meetings – 16th October 2019 – Development Control 
          16th October 2019 – Policy & Finance  
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          16th October 2019 – Estates & Facilities  
              

Meeting closed at 21.45 
 

Council Members: 
Mayor Cllr L Dyball      Cllr J Domigan   
Leader Cllr M Horwood     Cllr M Foster    
Deputy Leader Cllr L Ball     Cllr J Griffiths 
Cllr S Andrews      Cllr C Lee    
Cllr C Barnes       Cllr V Letchford   
Cllr J Barnes       Cllr T Searles 
Cllr G Darrington       Cllr A Skipper   
Cllr P Darrington      Cllr J Tuckfield    
        

 


