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Councillors and Wards

Please note:  All events and news 
carried in this edition of The Town Crier 
is current at the time of going to press 
but may be subject to change due to 
weather conditions.i

Christchurch Ward
Laurence Ball  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7BU 
Mobile: 07515 770220   
Email: lball@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk
John Barnes  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7BU  
Telephone: 01322 665855   
Email: jbarnes@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Clare Barnes  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 665855    
Email: cbarnes@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

John Domigan  (Conservative)
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Email: jdomigan@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Melissa Foster  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Mobile: 07795 473 027  
Email: mfoster@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

St Mary’s Ward
Michael Horwood  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Mobile: 07815 483891 
Email: mhorwood@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Lesley Dyball  (Conservative)
C/O Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 665855   
Email: ldyball@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Jackie Griffiths  (Labour)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 662363  Mobile: 07720 327779
Email: jgriffiths@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Connie Lee  (Labour)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 665855  
Email: clee@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Swanley Village
Tony Searles  (Independent)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley, BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 662637  Mobile: 07769 686100
Email: tsearles@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk 

White Oak Ward
Paul Darrington  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Mobile: 07788 197205  
Email: pdarrington@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Glynnis Darrington  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Mobile: 07555 472604
Email: gdarrington@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Sarah Andrews  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Mobile: 07810 342 998  
Email: sandrews@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Val Letchford  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 663619  Mobile: 07570 347 690
Email: vletchford@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Andrew Skipper  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 665855  
Email: askipper@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

Jen Tuckfield  (Conservative)
c/o Swanley Town Council, Civic Centre, St. Mary’s Road, Swanley,  BR8 7BU
Telephone: 01322 668233  Mobile: 07702 542 087
Email: jtuckfield@swanleytowncouncil.gov.uk

You can download and read the 
Town Crier magazine on the go via 
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Our CEO
 Summer has finally arrived, and the towns floral 
arrangements have burst into life. 
 It was a particularly cold and wet spring but that did 
not dampen our spirits with various events happening 
across the season. 
St George’s Day was back after two years missed! 
 The weather was kind to us, and good-natured fun 
was had with lots of entertainment and an array of 
stalls to peruse at leisure. 
Hot on the heels of St George’s Day was of course the 

national build up and then celebrations for 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

The Town Council hosted events each 
day across our sites and residents 
hosted fantastic street parties and ‘Big 
Jubilee Lunches’. 
The month of June was a busy one for 
events with our very first Swanley Skate 

Jam at Swanley Recreation Ground.
At the event there was plenty to see 
with a DJ set, stalls, raffle, coaching and 

professional skating performances. 
At the end of the Skate Jam 

it was a great privilege to 
announce the success of 
the fundraising efforts to 

replace the Skate Park. 
 Co fundraising partners Concrete Wave were also 
present when the total of £250,000 raised was 
announced. 
 Work has already commenced on land surveys and 
project planning, and we look forward to seeing the 
new Skate Park soon. 
 Across the town and at Swanley Park, flamingos have 
landed! Not the species inhabited throughout the 
Americas, but flamingo pedalos. 
 These have proven extremely popular already and 
have complemented our new swan pedalos which 
arrived in early spring. 
 Elsewhere in the park, new paths have been laid as we 
work through our plan to upgrade all routes around 
the site and the café has a new look with additional 
covered space, new entrance and serving hatch all 
installed. 
 With the summer now here, it has never been a better 
time to visit Swanley Park. 

A word from the Mayor Councillor Lesley Dyball

LesleyDyball 

Mayor of Swanley 
Town Council

It gives me the greatest pleasure and privilege to have 
been elected to serve again as Mayor of Swanley. 
On behalf of us all in Swanley I would like to thank 
our outgoing Mayor Councillor Paul Darrington and 
his Consort, Councillor Glynnis Darrington for their 
term of office in what was a difficult year as the slow 
recovery from the global COVID-19 pandemic began.
I do hope you managed to celebrate our Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee in one way or another over the long 
Bank Holiday at the start of June. 
 My year in office really took off with the celebrations 
in Swanley. 
On Thursday 02 June, I attended the Afternoon Tea 
held at the Alexandra Suite where the guests enjoyed 

singing and dancing, street-party style, 
accompanied by a delicious afternoon 
tea. 
My thanks to all who took part in the 
raffle which raised over £270 for the 
Mayor’s Charity, Home Start North 

West Kent. 
I later visited Kennett Court in 

Swanley where the residents’ 
party had been in full swing all 
afternoon. 
My thanks to the residents 
and manager, Jo, who made 
us feel so welcome. 
We thoroughly enjoyed 
joining in! The first day of 
celebrations culminated 
with the beacon lighting 

on Swanley Recreation Ground, which was very well 
attended by local residents. 
The beacon lighting was preceded with a piper 
playing “Diu Regnum” and the Erith Operatic Society 
singing “A Life Lived With Grace”. 
The following day I attended New Creations 
Collective’s “The Secret Garden” ballet in Swanley 
Park, which provided a wonderful backdrop for 
the performance from accomplished dancers and 
musicians.
On Sunday 05 June I attended Picnic in the Park in 
Swanley Park where children’s entertainment and fun 
activities were laid on by the Town Council. 
Thankfully, despite the forecast, it didn’t rain, and 
certainly didn’t deter the park visitors and picnickers 
from enjoying the afternoon. 
As mentioned, the charity I have chosen to support 
during my term of office this year with various 
fundraising events is Home Start North West Kent. 
There is a growing need for Home Start’s services 
in Swanley supporting families with young children 
through difficult and challenging times. 
 With the Town Council’s community programme 
planned for the forthcoming year, I do hope to meet 
some of you at our events during the coming months.

 With very best wishes.

Ryan M Hayman   
CEO 3



On Saturday 11th June Swanley 
Town Council hosted ‘Swanley 
Skate Jam’ in partnership with 
Sevenoaks District Council: 
this event was funded by Kent 
County Council as part of their 
young people services project.
Throughout the day there was 
plenty to see with various stalls, DJ, 
raffle, free skateboarding coaching, 
performances and more. 
Just two days before the event we 
received the wonderful news that 
we had reached the £250,000 goal 
to rebuild the Skate Park. 
JD O’Brien from Concrete Wave 
who initiated the fundraising 
project in partnership with Swanley 
Town Council presented a cheque 
to the local users at the event.
Mayor of Swanley Cllr Lesley 
Dyball said  “What a fantastic event 
this was! My thanks to everyone 
involved. It was great to see so 
many youngsters (and not so 
young!) enjoying themselves. 
I do not think I’ve ever seen the   

 

Skate Park being so well used. 
Of course, the news just a couple 
of days before this event that our 
fundraising had reached £250,000 
to rebuild our skatepark, really 
made the day as the plans for the 
rebuild come a step closer”.

Swanley Skate Jam
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Armed Forces Day

Army cadets from both Swanley and Gravesend 
detachments were present with a display showing 
ration packs, equipment and even scramble net races 
for public participation. 
There were stalls such as The Royal British Legion, 
SAFFA and The Danny Gallivan Trust who provide ex-
service personnel with temporary accommodation, 
food and welfare support. 
Also in attendance were the Mayor’s Charity, Home-
Start North West Kent, who provide expert support 
and help to families with young children through 
challenging times. 
For more information on Home-Start North West Kent, 
please visit www.homestartnwkent.org.uk
The Cadets were inspected by Rosemary Dymond DL 
of Kent prior to the Armed Forces Flag being raised. 

The Mayor of Swanley Cllr Lesley Dyball said “It was 
great to see so many people enjoying the day. 
Musical entertainment was provided by the Mardi 
Gras Band and there were a number of arena events 
including an exciting BMX display. 
At 14.40 the Hawker Hurricane from the Battle 
Of Britain Memorial flight provided a flypast over 
the recreation ground which was a genuine crowd 
pleaser”. 
Toni Roast, Assistant Town Clerk, said “I originally had 
a Spitfire booked but sadly this was not able to come, 
but to have the Hawker Hurricane instead (especially 
as it was still being serviced on the morning of the 
25th) was amazing”. 

On the 25th June Swanley Town Council celebrated Armed Forces Day by holding an event 
on Swanley Recreation Ground. 
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NEWLY REFURBISHED  
SALES@SWANLEYTOWNCOUNCIL.GOV.UK

ST MARY’S ROAD, SWANLEY 
KENT, BR8 7BU

01322 613900 | www.swanley.org.uk
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THE ALEXANDRA SUITE 
PERSONALISED WEDDING PACKAGES  

EXCLUSIVE VENUE HIRE  

LICENSED FOR CEREMONIES

Funeral Receptions
"Celebrations of Life"

We appreciate that the time between losing a loved one 
and the funeral is a difficult one.    

Let us guide you through the process and take care of the 
organising. 

Fully equipped bars
Suitable for 40 - 300 guests | Free parking

Buffet 
Cocktail sandwiches with a variety of fillings

Crunchy coated chicken breast pieces  
with barbeque sauce

Variety of fresh quiche
Seasoned potato wedges with tomato dip

Cocktail sausage rolls
Platter of vegetable crudités & assorted dips

Crisps & nibbles

Tea/Coffee on arrival & served with buffet
Room Hire included 

30 – 50 guests £13.95 per person 
60 – 200 guests £12.95 per person

Telephone: 01322 613 900

Swanley Town Council 
EVENTS CALENDAR 2022
Jubilee Fireworks (1812 night) 

Friday 26th August

Family Fest
Saturday 27th August

Fireworks
Friday 4th November

Remembrance Day Parade
Sunday 13th November

Light Up The Town
Saturday 3rd December

Dick Whittington Pantomime
Tuesday 20th December 

For Information or 
Tickets Call 01322 613900

A

TH
E ALEXANDRA

SUITE
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01322 669201

The Olympic, 
Beechenlea Lane, Swanley BR8 8DR

7.30pm / £2.00 each
6 max per team

BOOKING ADVISED!

First Sunday 
Of  The Month!

FREE Family Bus Pass
The free Reconnect Family Bus Pass is 
back for Summer 2022, thanks to our 

local bus operators.
These passes, for use between 

23rd July – 31st August 2022, are intended 
for families who cannot attend 

summer activities due to a lack of transport.
All families with children who live in Kent 

can apply for a digital pass on the Reconnect 
website from 20th July.

If you do not have a smartphone, you will be 
able to pick up a printed pass from a collection 

point from 20th July whilst stocks last.
Visit our website for more information or 
contact reconnect.kentcyp@kent.gov.uk 

Telephone: 03000 423423.
9
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 More than 70,000 Big Jubilee Lunches were held 
in the four UK nations over the weekend, with 
an estimated ten million people sitting down 
with neighbours to celebrate Her Majesty’s 
momentous jubilee. 
 From street parties and ‘Big Jubilee Lunches’ 
happening across the UK, to London’s Trooping 
the Colour, Service of Thanksgiving, concert and 
pageant, the nation and Commonwealth came 
together over four days to mark The Queen’s 
70-year reign.
 In Swanley we celebrated the Platinum Jubilee 
in style with events held each day across the 
town. Afternoon tea, sandwiches and cake were 
served up with entertainment at The Alexandra 
Suite to nearly 150 people. 
 After which the town beacon was lit to the 
Queen’s personal specification, which also 
included singing of "A Life Lived With Grace" 
and a piper playing "Diu Regnare". 
 This event concluded the first day of 
celebrations. 
 On day two Swanley Village Residents’ 
Association hosted a party on the Swanley 
Village Green which was filled with music, 
games, food and drink stalls. This event was 
sponsored by the Town Council. 
 At The Olympic, a themed karaoke night of 
enjoyment was had with some questionable 
singing! 
 On the Saturday, and day three of the 
celebrations, various areas around the town 
hosted ‘Big Jubilee Lunches’, where a good 
time was had by all, with drink and food 
consumed and good old fashioned conversation 
occured between neighbours and friends. 
Photographer Kieran Judd managed to capture 
the day by visiting sites across Swanley. 
 Picnic In The Park was held during the final day 
of the Platinum Jubilee. 500 visitors enjoyed the 
fun filled day hosted at Swanley Park which was 
for the whole family. 
 The day consisted of entertainment, games, 
children’s races and food and drink stalls. 
 Not content with finishing the celebrations 
too early, a themed quiz was also held at The 
Olympic which rounded off the four day tribute. 
 The Mayor of Swanley, Cllr Dyball said “Each 
community event for the Jubilee has been 
fantastic, and the whole weekend as a collective 
was absolutely incredible. 
 It has been a privilege for Swanley to 
acknowledge our Monarch’s Platinum Jubilee in 
such a spectacular way.”

Photographs by Kieran Judd

Swanley celebrates the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
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Afternoon Tea JubileeAfternoon Tea Jubilee

12



Beacon LightingBeacon Lighting
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Beacon LightingBeacon Lighting
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Archer WayArcher Way
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Archer WayArcher Way
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Manse WayManse Way
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Picnic In The ParkPicnic In The Park
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Steve Holbrook
is back!  Live Medium On Stage

The Alexandra Suite
Thursday 13th October 2022 - 7.30pm

“Steve is the real deal brought all our 
loved ones through...  brilliant”  

Jean 
“The energy and atmosphere

was amazing and the messages 
were so well received” 

Della 

“I was blown away by his accuracy”
Canarian Weekly News



“By far the most accurate medium 
I've ever seen!” 
Harry 

“ I was so impressed last night in 
Swanley” Laura 

Tickets £15.00  |  Box Office: 01322 613900
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www.konsileo.com

I am local to you and you can always deal 
with me face-to-face, allowing me to deliver a 
personal service including hassle free claims.
I have all the local knowledge, and access to 
global markets.

• Property Owners
•  Motor Fleet
• Construction
• Shops
• Professional Indemnity
• Motor Trade

Get in touch with me today and get the right 
cover at the right price:

Andy Price Haworth - Client Director
Commercial Insurance Broker
andy.pricehaworth@konsileo.com
07774 557 923

Access to all major insurance markets
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St George's Day
On Saturday 23rd April Swanley Town Council was 
once again able to put on an event to celebrate St 
George’s Day. This took place in Swanley Town Centre 
from 11.00am – 4.00pm. 
A full day of entertainment was provided by a variety 
of acts including Punch and Judy shows from Mrs Back 
2 Front, The East Kent Morris Dancers, Wrights Dance 
Co, The Big Sing Choir, Pendragon Circus, and Erith 
Operatic Society. 
Local residents had a craft stall selling home made 
items, Swanley Bowls and Swanley Rugby Football 
Club were recruiting, and the Sevenoaks Branch of 
Guide Dogs brought some puppies along which helped 
with their training and encourage people to sponsor a 
puppy. 
The Police cadets assisted Swanley Town Council 
with the colouring stall and did a brilliant job litter 
picking in and around the town centre and on Swanley 
Recreation Ground.

21



Mayor of
Swanley’s 

Glitter Ball
2022

Saturday 15th October
Three Course Dinner | Raffle & Auction

Casino Tables | DJ until midnight 
The Alexandra Suite

St Mary’s Road, Swanley, Kent BR8 7BU
6.30pm - 12.00am

Tickets £38.00pp | Table of 10 £350.00
Call 01322 613900 to book

ALL PROCEEDS GOING TO MAYOR’S CHARITY
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The outgoing Mayor for 2021/2022, Cllr Paul Darrington, was delighted to present Trevor Glen 
from The Cygnet Club and Rachel Taylor of the Cystic Fibrosis Trust with cheques for £2,000 
each.

The outgoing 
Mayor’s Charities 2021/2022

The Cygnet Club are a local charity 
who provide support for residents 
with learning disabilities in Swanley, 
Dartford and the surrounding area.  
Mr Glen said that “this donation 
would be a great help towards 
providing continued help and support 
to their members.” The club meets on 

a Thursday evening between 7.00pm 
and 10.00pm at the Leyton Cross 
Social Club, Wilmington, Kent, DA2 
7AX. 
Membership is £4.00 per week to 
cover costs but your first week is free 
so it is well worth popping along to 
say hello!

The Cygnet Club

The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 

 The Cystic Fibrosis Trust are a national charity who provide 
research, information and care for people with Cystic 
Fibrosis. 
 They work with communities throughout the UK to help and 
support all those affected by this life-threatening condition. 
 On receiving the cheque from Swanley Town Council, Rachel 
Taylor commented that “this donation would buy 5 days 
worth of essential laboratory materials at our Strategic 
Research Centres, helping scientists to develop ground-
breaking new treatments for everyone with CF .”

Cygnets Club Cheque Presentation Cystic Fibrois Cheque Presentation 23



Our legendary cleaning
service is performed by our
fully-trained and insured,
professional oven cleaning
technicians who will clean
your oven to the highest
standard. We use an exclusive
range of products that are
safe for use around children
and pets. 
Once cleaned, you can use
the oven immediately and
food cooked in your newly
cleaned oven may taste
even better than before! 

»»FFAAMMIILLYY  RRUUNN,,
DDBBSS  CCHHEECCKKEEDD

»»DDEEEEPP  OOVVEENN
CCLLEEAANNIINNGG

»»EEXXTTEENNSSIIVVEE
HHOOBB CCLLEEAANNIINNGG

»»MMIICCRROOWWAAVVEE
CCLLEEAANNIINNGG

»»RRAANNGGEE
CCLLEEAANNIINNGG

07775 501 797 / 01732 387 007 
info@ovenlegends.co.uk www.ovenlegends.co.uk 

Before After

BBOOOOKK
NNOOWW

Proud members of

Swanley 
50+ Club

We invite anyone over 
the age of 50 from 
Swanley, to join us at 
The Clocktower Pavilion, 
St Mary’s Road, Swanley 
every Monday 2.00pm 
- 4.00pm, £3.00 for the 
afternoon.  
Activities include 
speakers, quizzes, bingo, 
tea/coffee and biscuits, 
variety of boardgames, 
cards, dominoes etc.
The club also hold 
monthly raffles and 
lunches out – perfect 
opportunity to make 
new friends. 
For more information 
please call: Marjorie – 
07970 731 412
No need to book, arrive 
1:45pm - we would love 
to see you. 

The Alexandra Suite, St Mary’s Road, Swanley, Kent BR8 7BU

Tuesday 20th December 
Matinee: 2.30pm OR Evening: 7.30pm
Tickets £10 - Ages 2 & Under Go Free

For Tickets Call 01322 613900
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The Environmental 
Agency has a bank 
of resources to help 
raise awareness of 
flooding. 

The aim is to 
give guidance on 
how people can 
protect themselves 
and their home 
and help the 
community. 

Environmental 
Agency 
publications are 
available online 
from www.gov.uk/
flood
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Owner of local home care company 
completes cycle for Dementia challenge

 Jag Yogarajah, owner of local 
home care company Home Instead 
Shoreham, recently raised almost 
£800 for the Alzheimer’s Society by 
completing the ‘Cycle for Dementia’ 
challenge for a second year in a row.  
 Jag doubled her previous year’s 
cycling target to an impressive 
500 miles in 30 days, and beat her 
fundraising goal by 25%, putting her 
in the top bracket of fundraisers for 
the initiative. 
 The Alzheimer’s Society’s ‘Cycle for 
Dementia’ initiative was launched to 
encourage cyclists of all ages 
and abilities to fundraise 
for the charity and spread 
awareness about Alzheimer’s, 
whilst also keeping fit and 
active. 
 This is an issue close to 
Jag’s heart, as Home Instead 
Shoreham provides specialist 
dementia care to around half 
of its clients. The company 
understands the importance 
of raising awareness about 
dementia and Alzheimer’s 
within the local community.  
 Jag’s incredible fundraising 
efforts will allow Talking 
Point, the Alzheimer’s 
Society’s online forum, 
to help a further 4500 
individuals. Talking Point 
allows people to learn from 
each other’s dementia 
experiences, share their 
frustrations and their 
knowledge of local services. 
The forum provides vital 
community knowledge 
for those who are less 
experienced in dealing with 
dementia.
 Jag commented: “So many of 
our clients need our support 
to help them live well with 
dementia. 
 With more people preferring 
to have care at home, it 
really helps for the local 
community to be onboard 
with their needs. 
 So that's why I took on ‘Cycle 
for Dementia’, as I wanted 
to raise awareness about 
the illness and how it affects 

those living with it and their families, 
as well as encourage people to get 
involved with similar fundraising 
initiatives.”
 To find out more about Home 
Instead Shoreham and the home 
care services they provide in the local 
area, including specialist dementia 
care, please call 01959 546 228 or visit 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/
shoreham-petts-wood/ 
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